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TARBLE ARTS CENTER 
Newsletter • November 1995 
EXHIBITIONS 
FOLK ARTS OF MEXICO 
--through November 26, Brainard Gallery 
This exhibition is a small scale survey of four different types of nineteenth 
and twentieth century Mexican folk art: masks of wood, copper, leather, and 
animal hair; retablo and ex-voto paintings on tin; antique milagros; and 
Oaxacan wood carvings -- elaborately painted, fanciful carvings of animals, 
people, or spirit creatures. Although most of the objects in the exhibition 
were produced by descendants of the indigenous people who live in 
remote, rural areas of Mexico, Mexican folk art reflects both a tribal past 
and the current, European-influenced culture. 
Featured are several mask types, including elaborately carved masks, 
large painted copper masks, and two helmet style masks. The retablo 
paintings, predominantly from the nineteenth century, depict various saints, 
the Virgin Mary, and the Holy Family. The ex-voto paintings depict 
miraculous events or devotional images and are generally painted by 
individuals who witnessed such events. The small grouping of milagros, or 
small votive objects were (and still are) used to commemorate favors 
received from a particular saint. The Oaxacan wood carvings were 
produced by peoples living in three remote villages in rural Oaxaca, Mexico. 
According to Marion Oettinger, Jr., "Although strongly influenced by the fine 
art of important urban centers, folk art is more attuned to the immediate 
needs of the common people, and as such, is strongly reflective of their 
perspectives, values, and dreams." 
Folk Arts of Mexico is the subject of this fall's Fifth Grade Enrichment, 
serving area schools. The objects in the exhibition are on loan from The 
University Museum, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. 
ART FROM THE DRIVER'S SEAT: AMERICANS AND THEIR CARS 
-- November 4 - December 23, Main Galleries 
Americans and Their Cars is a survey of representational 20th century 
American art, with the car as the organizing theme. Included are paintings, 
prints, drawings and photographs by some of America's best known artists 
--Jacob Lawrence, John Sloan, Grandma Moses, Wayne Thiebaud, Ansel 
Adams, Dorthea Lange, Thomas Hart Benton, Stuart Davis, John Marin, 
Peter Hurd, Peggy Bacon, and others. The dates of the art work parallel the 
development of the automobile. The artists illustrate the automobile's 
integration into our culture, and our changing attitudes about the car and 
the landscape, both urban and rural. 
As social history, the art work in Americans and Their Cars reflects how the 
automobile helped to transform the United States. Eve and Her Car by 
Rene Vincent depicts the new-found independence the car afforded women 
of the 1920s. The migration caused by the Great Depression is 
documented in photographs by Dorthea Lange. The daily commute 
resulting from Post-War suburbanization is depicted in Going Home by 
Frank Herbst. Richard Estes' Lincoln Center echoes the anonymity of 
modern urban existence. And the degradation of the inner-city is the 
subject of Jacob Lawrence's Street Scene from 1985. A lighter side of car 
culture is presented too -- hot rods, cruisin', the drive-in restaurant, and 
drive-in theatre. 
Americans and Their Cars was organized by the Museum of Our national 
Heritage in Lexington, Massachusetts and selected from the collection of 
Terry and Eva Herndon. The exhibition is being circulated nationally by 
Smith/Kramer Fine Arts of Kansas City, Missouri. An illustrated catalogue 
developed in conjunction with the exhibition is available for purchase in the 
Gift Shop. 
HOOD ORNAMENTS FROM THE LYNN HUNTSBURGER COLLECTION 
-- November 4 - December 23, Main Galleries 
Displayed concurrently with Americans and Their Cars is a selection of 
hood ornaments from the extensive collection of Lynn Huntsburger of 
Sullivan, Illinois. Presented is a cross-section of automobile 
ornamentation, beginning with a radiator cap featuring a statue of Mercury 
from a 1919 Mercury to a stylized rocket from a 1955 Ford. The ornaments 
reflect the styles of the times: the curvilinear forms of Art Nouveau, the 
abstraction of early Modernism, the streamlining of Art Deco, culminating in 
the Post-World War II fins and rockets of Atomic Age abstraction. 
Recurrent forms include buxom maidens (reminiscent of the figureheads 
from bowsprits of sailing ships), birds in flight, rockets, jets, and 
combinations of these forms in unique permutations. Other subjects are 
specific to particular car companies: the ram for Dodge, native Americans 
for Pontiac, a bust of DeSoto for DeSoto, and sails or sailing ships for 
Plymouth. 
EVENTS 
POETRY READING: OLGA ABELLA 
-- November 9, 4pm 
Dr. Olga Abella, EIU Associate Professor of English, will read from her 1993 
book Grasping To What Is and recent works to open the conference A 
Chicano Voice in Illinois: Coming of Age in Sandra Cisneros' The House on 
Mango Street. The reading is open to the public. The conference is co-
sponsored by the EIU English Department and the School of Adult & 
Continuing Education, and is coordinated with the exhibition Folk Arts of 
Mexico. 
INAUGURAL RECEPTION: CULTIVATING CREATIVITY: YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S ART FROM AREA SCHOOLS 
-- November 12, 1 :30-3pm, Consolidated Market Resource Building, 
700 West Lincoln Avenue, Charleston (formerly the CTA Office Complex) 
Join the participating young artists, their Art teachers, family and friends for 
the inauguration of this new Tarble Arts Center outreach program. The 
student artists and their Art teachers will be recognized. 
This pilot program, a traveling showcase of art work produced by young 
people from east central Illinois, celebrates the accomplishments of area 
Art teachers, their students, and the participating schools' support of Art as 
an integral part of their curricula. The exhibit is also intended to increase 
awareness of and interest in the visual arts, the importance of offering Art 
programs throughout the educational process, and the potential of Art as a 
form of communication and expression. 
Art by thirty-one students representing twenty area schools was selected 
for this circulating exhibit from the 13th International Children's Exhibition 
held at the Tarble last May. The exhibit will tour to communities of the 
represented schools for about one year, with a new selection of art from 
area school students to begin touring each subsequent fall. Cultivating 
Creativity will remain on exhibit at the Consolidated Market Resource 
Building through December 7. 
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT: UNIFIED JAZZ ENSEMBLE 
-- November 12, 3pm 
A dynamic jazz quintet comprised of musicians from the United States, 
Canada, and England, the Unified Jazz Ensemble is a high energy group 
whose performances range from classic jazz to new and original 
compositions. Making up the Ensemble are: saxophonist and composer 
Jeff Antoniuk from Edmonton, Alberta, Canada; pianist Tim Harrison, 
originally from Nottingham, England; drummer Marty Morrison from 
Hannibal, Missouri; vibraphone and trombone player Mike Noonan from 
I 
I Silver Spring, Maryland; and John Pineda of LaMarque, Texas. The 
Ensemble was the pioneering jazz group to be involved with the National 
Endowment for the Arts' Rural Residency Initiative for outstanding chamber 
ensembles. The only group in their fourth year, the Unified Jazz Ensemble 
Is now the flagship of the program, having recently performed in 
Washington, D.C. before the National Council on the Arts. 
I 
Admission to the Chamber Music Series concert is $4.50, $2.50 for seniors 
and students, or by season subscription. Tickets are available at the door 
the day of the concert, or in advance from the El U Music Department, co-
sponsor of the series. Call the Music Department office at 217/581-3010 for 
ticket information. 
DOCENT TRAINING: AMERICANS AND THEIR CARS 
-- November 13, 1 Oam-Noon 
The meeting will consist of a tour of the exhibition Art from the Driver's Seat: 
Americans and Their Cars, followed by tour scheduling. Persons interested 
in joining the Tarble's docent staff are invited to attend. 
POETRY READING: PAULETTE ROESKE 
-- November 16, 4pm 
[NOTE: This is a change in date from the 1995 Fall Calendar of Events] 
Poet Paulette Roeske will read selections of her works. Published 
collections of her poetry include Divine Attention (Louisiana State 
University Press, 1995), The Body Can Ascend No Higher (Illinois Writers 
Inc., 1992), Breathing Under Water (Stormline Press, 1988), and pending 
publication is The Ecstasy of Magda Brummel: A Novella and Stories. 
Roeske is a professor of English/Creative Writing at the College of Lake 
County, Illinois. She has received numerous awards for her writing, 
including a National Endowment for the Arts fellowship and an Illinois Arts 
Council Literary Award. This reading is sponsored by the EIU English 
Department. Please note the change of date from the listing published in 
the Fall 1995 Calendar of Events. 
TARBLE ARTS CENTER CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
-- November 23 & 24 
FROM THE CURATOR 
Fall Art Teachers' Institute Day, held on October 6th, surpassed last year's 
record attendance of 25 with 36 area teachers in attendance. In addition to 
24 area Art specialists, the program was attended by several Spanish, 
Music, and elementary classroom teachers. After a slide presentation 
covering the Tarble's educational programs designed for area teachers and 
their students, Hugh Cannon's workshop presentation, Creating a Special 
Occasion Mask, was enthusiastically received by all in attendance. Hugh is 
a temporary member of EIU's Art Education Department, and I would like to 
extend my thanks to him for his excellent presentation, and to his students 
enrolled in Art 2400 and 2410 for their assistance with the workshop. 
The Fall Fifth Grade Enrichment Program began on October 13th in 
conjunction with the exhibition Folk Arts of Mexico on view in the Brainard 
Gallery through November 26th. In addition to the ten Jefferson 
Elementary fifth grade classes participating in the enrichment program, a 
number of other schools are scheduled for docent-led tours of the 
exhibition. To date, area school groups scheduled to tour Folk Arts of 
Mexico include: several Charleston High School Spanish classes, three 7th 
grade Sociology classes from East Prairie Junior High School in Tuscola, 
Shelbyville High School's Spanish Ill and IV classes, and a group of 
students in grades K-6 from the Treatment and Learning Center, Mattoon. 
School groups and other organizations interested in a tour of this or any 
other exhibition may schedule one by phoning the Tarble. 
In closing, I would like to recognize members of the staff of The University 
Museum at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville for their assistance 
with organizing Folk Arts of Mexico. Specifically, to Eric Barnett, Acting 
Director, for agreeing to loan the objects to the Tarble; to Michael Mason, 
Curator, for photographing objects for the exhibition card, and to Karen 
Miller, Graduate Assistant, for assisting me with several aspects of the 
exhibition. I am grateful for all your help and expertise. 
--Kit Morice 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Speaking for Kit Morice and myself, thanks go to the young artists 
represented in the Cultivating Creativity exhibit and their parents, to their 
teachers and schools for assisting with the exhibit, and for the support of 
Consolidated Communications Inc. All were essential in making this 
exciting, new outreach project of the Tarble Arts Center possible. Special 
thanks go to Richard A. Lumpkin, Chairman of the Board of Consolidated 
Communications Inc., Dr. Vaughn Jaenike for initiating the project, and 
graduate assistant Stephanie Selvey who is serving as Project Coordinator. 
A solo exhibition of work by Mattoon folk artist Cora Meek is being held in 
Chicago through November 17th. Entitled Fancy Work: The Domestic 
Textiles of Cora Meek, the exhibition is sponsored by ln'tuit: The Center for 
Intuitive and Outsider Art, and is being held at the Corporate Art Source, 
Inc., 900 North Franklin/Suite 200. Hours are 11 am-Spm, Monday-
Saturday. In addition to works from the Tarble's Folk Arts Collection, 
lenders to the exhibition include noted folk art collectors Herbert Hemphill, 
Jr. (New York City), Jim Zanzi (Chicago), and Merle and Barbara Glick 
(Pekin). An article on Meek and the exhibition was featured in the October 
15th Chicago Tribune Magazine. Congratulations to Cora Meek, who 
turned 1 06 in September! 
Upon a request from the Tarble Arts Center, Governor Jim Edgar declared 
October "Folk Art Month in Illinois." Unfortunately, notification of the 
Governor's proclamation was not received in time for the October 
newsletter, but I am happy to report it now. The proclamation was part of a 
national effort by the Folk Art Society of America to have October 
recognized as Folk Art Month throughout the United States. The purpose of 
Folk Art Month was to make the public aware of contemporary folk, self-
taught, untrained, visionary and outsider art in an effort to help provide a 
clearer understanding of who these artists are, where they are working, and 
the sort of art they are making today. The society believes that many folk 
artists are often unsung, unappreciated and misunderstood. 
I am sad to report that Arthur Walker, a folk artist from Sullivan, Illinois, 
recently passed away. Art was well known to many CELEBRATION-goers 
where he and his wife Hazel would show off his wood carvings and 
constructions, including moving carousels and Ferris wheels, and his 
signature fish decoys and racing pigs. A memorial exhibition is being 
planned to honor Art, made up of works from family members, area 
collectors, and the Tarble's Folk Arts Collection. 
In last month's newsletter I credited the Ashmore Presbyterian Church for 
helping with the International Students Tea held at the Tarble in conjunction 
with the Folk Arts of Mexico exhibition. This was incorrect (I inadvertently 
pulled this from last year's newsletter on the computer). Members of the 
Home Extension Association provided the refreshments. Thanks to them 
and to Brigitte Chen, EIU's International Student Advisor, who arranged to 
have the Tea at the Tarble. 
To update the Illinois Arts Council grant situation, the Tarble did receive the 
full amount as determined by the Council. Fortunately, the budgetary 
issues surrounding the National Endowment for the Arts did not have a 
negative impact on this year's lAC grant. 
-- Michael Watts 
NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS 
-- September 15 - October 15 
Family Patron 
Dr. Janet & John Cosbey 
Dr. Bert & Janet Holley 
Senior/Student Patron 
Carissa Birch 
Elizabeth Neuf 
James Weiland 
UPCOMING FOR DECEMBER 
9th Annual Christmas Art Sale -- December 1 & 2 
Presentation by Tom Noland: The Ford Motor Company and Coles County 
-- December 10, 1:30pm 
Selected Print Suites from the Permanent Collection -- Dec. 8 -Jan. 21 
Tarble Closed for Christmas Season -- December 24- January 3 
IN THE GIFT SHOP AND 
SALES/RENTAL GALLERY 
New Mola Pins, Art To Wear, and The Girl Friend Pins by Debora Johnson-
Jones are now available in the Gift Shop. The Girl Friend Pin has Jjroven to 
be especially popular. And a new selection of bracelets by Sergio Lub is 
due shortly in anticipation of Christmas shoppers. In addition to jewelry, the 
Gift Shop features handmade ceramics, baskets, turned wood vessels and 
utensils, glass works, and small sculpture, plus books and artist cards. The 
Sales/Rental Gallery offers a selection of representational and abstract 
watercolors, original prints, and acrylic paintings. 
Staff: Michael Watts, Director Kit Morice, Curator of Education 
David Pooley, Registrar Fran Wittenberg, Secretary 
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
Volunteer Coordinators: 
Maggie Hollowell & Corrine Joyner, Docent Education Program 
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop 
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery 
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Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 1oam- 5pm, Saturday 1oam- 4pm, Sunday 1- 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless otherwise 
noted. For infonnation or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland 
Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. The Tarble Arts Center is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and by Tarble 
Arts Center membership contributions. 
